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Lithia  Pacific Amateur Classic 
set for September tournament
 The 19th annual Lithia Pacific Amateur  
Golf Classic is one of the top events in 
the country. See Page 8 for more.

The Tour: Central Oregon
has a wide variety of courses
 There are plenty of choices in 
Central Oregon, including Juniper 
in Redmond (right). See inside.

Destination: 
Central Oregon
 It’s no surprise that Central Oregon is one of the most popular destinations in the 
summer months for golfers from around the country. With its abundance of quality 
courses and resorts, it’s little wonder why people from around the Pacific Northwest 
– and the rest of the country – have made Central Oregon an annual destination for 
golf. And when you combine the outdoor activities such as biking, horseback riding, 
skiing, fishing, rafting and more, the area is truly a playground for families as well as 
golfers.
 Central Oregon is ranked among the top golf destinations in the world with courses 
like Black Butte Ranch (right), Aspen Lakes (lower left) and Crooked River (lower right). 
In fact, the Central Oregon area is considered one of the top golf destinations in the 
country. The area also is home to some top  events like the Oregon Open, Pacific 
Amateur Golf Classic and Central Oregon Shootout.
 For more, please see inside this special section of Inside Golf Newspaper.

rV’s and golf:
The way to travel
 It seems as nothing can stop golfers who own recre-
ational vehicles from hitting the open road - not even those 
pesky high gas prices. The number of RV golfers touring 
the Pacific Northwest has become significant – and it is a 
big part of the revenue for some courses, like Sage Hills 
in Warden, Wash. (near right) and Sun Lakes also located 
in Central Washington (far right). Courses like these give 
the travelers everything they want. For more, please see 
inside.
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Huffer joins Hall of Fame, gets a treat
at home; Black Butte has tournaments
 Crooked River’s longtime head professional 
Pat Huffer was honored enough this year when 
he was elected to the PGA Northwest Sec-
tion’s Hall of Fame.  When he got home to 
Central Oregon after the induction, there were 
plenty of folks in the area that let him know how 
they felt.
 The folks had a banner made up and 
displayed it proudly when Huffer made the 
drive home. The banner welcomed people 
to Crooked River Ranch - home of PGA pro-
fessional Pat Huffer, the 51st member to be 
inducted into the Hall of Fame.
 “I was absolutely blown away because 
there had been no indication to me it was 
forthcoming...no warning of any kind,” said 
Huffer. “I kept getting pats on the back, way 
to go’s, etc but didn’t realize it was because 
people had seen the banner.  I just assumed it 
was because they knew I had been up at the 
ceremony.  It was all very amazing. “
 Head superintendent Richard Jensen also 
was given kudos for being named the 2014 
Oregon Golf Course Superintendent of the 
Year and was part of the banner we well.
 “Our Ranch President, George Mitchener, 
made the trip to Seattle and presented me a 
letter on behalf of the Ranch during the cer-
emony as well,” said Huffer.

events galore at Black Butte ranch
 • The Black Butte Ranch Father Son Classic 
will be held on Father’s Day weekend, June 20, 
2015. The tournament includes golf at the Big 
Meadow course. Father-Son teams may con-
sist of Fathers-Son; Grandfathers-Grandsons; 
Stepfathers-Stepsons; Fathers-Sons In Law; 
Uncles-Nephews.
 Price for the Father-Son event is $225 
per team and includes 18 holes of golf, cof-
fee bar breakfast, awards luncheon and 
prizes for the top finishers. For information call 
877.468.1660.
 • In September, Black Butte will host its 
third annual Grapes & Golf Event, a premier 
couples event September 10-12, 2015.  The 
event features a spectacular weekend of golf, 
food and wine.  There will be tournament 
rounds on both the Glaze Meadow and Big 
Meadow courses for the event. The entry fee 
is $750 per team and includes wine, cheese 
and hors d’oeuvres reception, one practice 
round, food and an awards luncheon. 
 For information regarding golf specials and 
events at Black Butte Ranch, call 888.965.5745 
or visit BlackButteRanch.com.
 • The Battle at the Butte will take place Oct. 
2-4 at both Big Meadow and Glaze Meadow. 
The tournament will take place on Oct. 3-4 and 
the $170 entry also includes a practice round 
on Oct. 2. The tournament will be stroke play 
and feature divisions for men, women and 
seniors. Lodging discounts are also available 
for the tournament.

Oregon Open at Crosswater 
 Sunriver’s Crosswater Club has been 
named to host the 2015 Oregon Open Invita-
tional. The Bob Cupp design has hosted four 
Oregon Open Invitational tournaments, three 
PGA Professional National Championships and 
four Jeld-Wen Traditions. 
 The Oregon Open Invitational will feature 
a field of 192 of the top professionals and 
amateurs from the Northwest. The 54-hole 
championship will be held June 9-11, 2015.
 As one of the oldest events in Section his-
tory, the Oregon Open Invitational boasts an 
impressive list of past champions including the 
likes of Tommy Armour, Horton Smith, Peter 
Jacobsen, and Jerry Mowlds. Along the way, 
there have been innumerable amazing shots, 
record setting performances, and dramatic 
conclusions.
 Sunriver Resort hosted this championship 

 Junior golf around Central Oregon will be fea-
tured this year with plenty of events that will attract 
some national attention.
 It all starts June 23-26 with the 85th Bob 
Norquist Junior Amateur Championship for Oregon’s 
top junior players at Eagle Crest’s Resort Course. 
That same week, the American Junior Golf Associa-
tion (AJGA) will have a Tournament of Champions 
event at Sunriver’s Crosswater course, featuring the 
top boys and girls from around the Pacific Northwest 
and the country.
 The Rocky Mountain Junior Golf Tour, a tour for 
college golf hopefuls that is held in six states plus 
Canada, will make a stop at Eagle Crest in August 
for a tournament.
 Also in August, the AJGA returns with another 
tournament for boys and girls at Crosswater.
 And that doesn’t include the typical local junior 
tournaments held around Central Oregon plus any-
thing the Oregon Golf Association has planned on 
the books already.
 The Oregon Junior Amateur is open to all golfers 
age 17 and under and will be held in Central Oregon 
for the first time since 2003 and just the third time 
since the tournament was first played in 1927.
 Ron Buerger, the director of golf at Eagle Crest, 
has a highly ranked junior player in his 13-year-old 
son Issac and has always been a supporter of junior 
golf in the area.
 “The more opportunities for the kids to play and 
for them to experience the different formats - that is 
just great for the game and great for the kids,” he 
said. Burger said he will always offer Eagle Crest 
as a venue for these national and regional junior 
championships when they need a site.

Junior golf is in the
spotlight this summer
in Central Oregon

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

from 1982 through 2000 with the last four 
played at Crosswater. Champions during those 
years of hosting the tournament included the 
likes of Rick Acton, Pat Fitzsimons, Mike Gove 
and Jeff Coston.

Tetherow wins national award
 Though it just turned a year old, Tetherow 
Lodges, a luxury boutique property in Bend, 
Oregon, was named #1 Resort in the world 
by Booking.com’s “Booking’s Best” initiative. 
Tetherow Lodges was ranked ahead of other 
resorts in the same category, in destinations 
including Thailand, India, the U.S., Fiji, Greece 
and other top hot-spots.
 Booking.com, the world’s top accommoda-
tion site, drew from over 40 million current and 
authentic customer reviews of over 500,000 
properties to determine winners in 25 catego-
ries. To be considered for an award, the resort 
had to receive at least 50 reviews during 2014. 
Booking.com analyzed its reviews for high 
scores across key categories to reach the 
revered list of 224 properties, including their 
staff, comfort, service, cleanliness, location 
and value for money.
 Tetherow Lodges opened on April 17, 2014, 
and consists of 50 guest rooms that overlook 
the Tetherow golf course and the Cascade 
mountains beyond. 
 • Tetherow Lodges, Bend’s premium 
outdoor recreation resort, announced that 
it has partnered with Stash Hotel Rewards, 

the largest point-based loyalty program for 
independent hotels across the U.S. 

Sunriver Meadows gets re-model
 Sunriver’s Meadow course has completed 
work on rebuilding all 18 greens. The greens 
were all constructed of bentgrass called T-1. 
The new project completed a process where 
all the greens at the Meadows, Woodlands and 
Crosswater courses were all replaced.
 Meadows underwent an extensive re-model 
in 1999 by John Fought but Poa began to creep 
into the putting surfaces. The new surfaces 
should drain quickly and roll smooth.

new look on 17 at Tetherow
 Tetherow’s picturesque par-3 17th hole 
has a new look. The green at the hole was 
expanded to about 50 yards from back to front. 
It makes a more generous landing area on the 
hole. The course also re-did the par-3 seventh 
hole by removing a large hump in the back of 
the green and flattened out that part of the 
green as well.

Quail run gives 10th hole facelift
 Quail Run in La Pine did some work on its 
par-3 10th hole - reshaping a front left bunker 
and expanding the left side of the green. It 
made a difficult tee shot a little less trouble-
some. Some trees were selectively removed 
and a new fountain provides a pleasing ambi-
ence.

Crooked River’s Pat Huffer joined the PGA Northwest Hall of Fame and had this banner at home.

Booking.com named Tetherow has the No.1 resort in the world with its golf and new lodges.



 Editor's note: Inside Golf Newspaper 
has traveled to the Central Oregon many 
times through the years. Here’s a look 
at where to play and what is new at the 
courses in the area. We hope you like 
what you read.

Juniper golf Course
 Juniper Golf Club has undergone some 
serious changes in the last few years. The 
biggest, of course, was a completely new 
Juniper, which opened 10 years ago and 
replaced the old Juniper. 
 The old Juniper Golf Club was located 
near the Redmond Airport and when it 
became too costly to keep the land, the 
city of Redmond began to look at other 
options. The best one was to work on a 
deal with the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment to acquire land just south of town 
and have Northwest architect John Har-
bottle design a new course.
 When the new Juniper Golf Club 
opened for play it was a hit both on and 
off the course. The course also hosted 
the Oregon Open.
 The new Juniper plays to over 7,100 
yards from the tips and has some terrific 
scenery, with the Oregon High desert 
serving as a great background. 
 Golf digest took notice of the new 
course, naming Juniper as one of the Best 
New Affordable Courses (under $75) for 
the 2006 golf season.
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Take the Tour
Central Oregon is home to many of
the Northwest’s top-ranked courses

Juniper Golf Club in Redmond has been a host course for the Oregon Open.

Aspen Lakes in Sisters has a new clubhouse to show off in addition to its course.
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 Most holes have great views, but the 
view from the 14th tee is dramatic. The 
view from the 14th gives players a peek 
at two mountains.  
 The par-4 15th hole gives golfers a nice 
view and features lava rock and a large 
sand bunker and water. It has hosted the 
Oregon Open three times.

Aspen Lakes golf Club
 If you had to pick two things that 
stand out at Aspen Lakes Golf Course it 
would have to be the unique red volcanic 
crushed rock sand used in the bunkers 
and the great views of the mountains in 
the Cascade Range. 
 designed by Northwest golf architect 
Bill Overdorf, the course was named one 
of the “Top Ten Affordable Golf Courses” 
in 2001 by Golf digest. 
 Ponderosa pines, scented juniper 
trees, pristine lakes and breathtaking 
views of the Cascade Mountains at al-
most every turn make Aspen Lakes an 
amazing all around golf experience. It’s 
no wonder it is a popular place for fami-
lies and as well as corporate outings. A 
new rustic clubhouse adds to the golfing 
experience.
 The course has also been host to 
some big-time events since opening and 
is a regular course in the Pacific Amateur 
Golf Classic as well as the Central Or-
egon Shootout.
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eagle Crest has three to try

Eagle Crest Golf Resort in Redmond has three different courses to choose from.

Crooked river ranch resort
 At Crooked River, the fifth hole is per-
haps one of the most dynamic golf holes 
you will come across. There’s a great view 
and a tough shot. The dogleg left hole, a 
260-yard par-4, may not seem intimidating 
on the scorecard, but from the tee box 
it’s another story.
 The Crooked River runs along the left 
side of the hole in a large deep canyon 
and the desert sits on the right side. The 
green can be driven, but it’s a tough shot. 
Any shot to the left, and you’re left look-
ing straight down 12 stories at your ball 
floating away in the Crooked River.  In his 
book on Oregon Golf, author Paul Linn-
man calls the hole “the most spectacular 
golf hole in Oregon.”
 Crooked River Ranch is a place for 
families. Not only is there the golf, there’s 
the camping, fishing and boating. With 
plenty of outdoor activities in and around 
the resort, a family vacation will never get 
boring.

eagle Crest golf resort
 Surrounded by majestic, snowcapped 
Cascade Mountains, Eagle Crest Resort 
is located along the deschutes River, just 
west of Redmond and north of Bend. 
Named a Golf digest Best Place to Play 
in 2008 and 2009, guests return year-
after-year for the Resort’s 54 holes of golf 
(three courses) and extremely valuable, 
unlimited golf packages. They also return 
for the fully renovated Lodge at Eagle 
Crest, well-maintained vacation homes, 
three sport centers, indoor and outdoor 
pools, multiple tennis, basketball and vol-
leyball courts, miles of hiking and biking 

An amazing amount of wildlife can be found on the course at Crooked River Ranch.
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trails, spa, and countless recreational 
pursuits throughout Central Oregon.
 When it comes to golf, challenge, 
variety and value are the top priorities at 
Eagle Crest Resort. With two champion-
ship golf courses, the par-63 Challenge 
Course, and a popular 18-hole putting 
course, links lovers are never far from 
their favorite pastime. Four sets of tees 
on each course allow the more experi-
enced golfers plenty of challenge, and 
the less experienced equally enjoyable 
rounds. And thanks to the lower eleva-
tion, The Ridge and Challenge Courses  
remain open all winter long.
 • The Ridge Course – Host of the 1999 
and 2002 Northwest Open, and 2006 
Oregon Open.
  • The Resort Course – Host of the 
2011 Pacific Amateur and Oregon High 
School State Golf Championships since 
1991.
 • The Challenge Course - Named the 
Pacific Northwest’s best short course by 
LINKS Magazine in 2006.

Black Butte ranch resort
 Black Butte Ranch is one of those 
special places that not only has plenty of 
family activities, but also offers two golf 
courses to choose from.
 With the Big Meadow and Glaze 
Meadow golf courses, Black Butte is 
a golfer’s paradise. Each course is pro-
vides a different, yet challenging golf 
experience and both are worth the trip 
to Central Oregon.
 Big Meadow underwent a bunker 
renovation a few years ago. With the new 
and remodeled bunkers, the course is 
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Lost Tracks has the railroad car; river’s edge has hills
even more challenging. The Big Meadow 
course has undergone changes as well 
and now features new tee boxes on 
every hole. The Glaze Meadow course 
re-opened two years ago after being shut 
down for a year because of a complete 
re-model, by Northwest architect John 
Fought. The course looks different right 
out of the gate. The new No,1  hole is a 
gentle dogleg par-4 and the old twisting 
par-5 is gone. Behind the first green, 
trees have been removed for a look at 
other holes. New bunkers and tees make 
you feel like you are seeing a new course 
at Glaze Meadow.

running Y ranch resort
 Running Y Ranch, Southern Oregon’s 
only full-service destination resort, is 
home to the Arnold Palmer Signature 
Course, Arnold’s only course in Oregon. 
Situated in the heart of the breathtaking 
Cascade Mountain range, just across 
the California boarder on the shores of 
Klamath Lake, the resort’s exceptionally 
mild climate and 300 days of sunshine 
add up to a four-season recreational 
paradise.
  The Arnold Palmer Signature Course 
at Running Y Ranch is consistently rated 
one of the country’s best When Arnold 
Palmer was asked to pick a favorite golf 
course from his many designs, he did not 
chose one, but 16. The list has become 
known as Arnold’s “Sweet 16”, and 
includes his course at Running Y Ranch. 
“The course at Running Y Ranch is one 
of my best tracks.” – Arnold Palmer.
  If you’re looking for an Oregon golf 
resort that has it all, along with plenty 

of value, you will find it here. Running 
Y Ranch features a fully renovated, 82-
room Lodge and new restaurant, 

Lost Tracks golf Club
 Lost Tracks Golf Club in Bend opened 
in 1996 and was carved out of a stand of 
Ponderosa pines with lava rock outcrop-
pings and small lakes that give the course 
a nice peaceful charm.
 The bridge to the par-3 16th green is a 
railroad car, complete with everything you 
would find in a passenger car including 
the many bag tags left by golfers from 
other courses. The course got its name 
after construction workers found old 
railroad spikes and train tracks during the 
early stages of course preparation.
 Under owner Brian Whitcomb, Lost 
Tracks has made significant changes. 
The most recent change is dramatic - the 
removal of trees and between the 13th 
and 14th holes and the construction of a 
series of water features between the two 
holes, which includes ponds connected 
with a stream.

river’s edge golf Course
 River's Edge Golf Course in Bend is 
known for its challenging layout and for 
good reason. The course sits on a hillside 
and features rolling fairways and undulat-
ing greens. 
 Along with its challenges, golfers 
should be pleased with the amount of 
positive changes the course has under-
gone. Tee boxes have been leveled, the 
fairway  on the second hole has been 
made level, trees and limbs have been 

The Running Y Ranch in Klamath Falls is an Arnold Palmer designed golf course.
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removed for better sight lines and the 
fairway on the par-5 17th hole has been 
widened.

Plenty of private clubs
 There are plenty of private country 
clubs in the Central Oregon area as well 
as public courses. In Bend, there are 
three of the top courses in the state with 
Bend Golf and Country Club, Broken Top 
and Awbrey Glen.
 Bend Golf and Country Club is the 

oldest, having opened its original nine 
holes for play 75 years ago. It became 
an 18-hole course in 1974 and renova-
tions have helped keep the course up to 
date. Both Awbrey Glen and Broken Top 
opened in 1993. Awbrey Glen opened 
as a public course, but turned private in 
2000. Pronghorn is a private golf com-
munity and has two courses, which have 
already received a lot of attention. One 
is a Jack Nicklaus course and the other 
is a Tom Fazio course.



fleet of maintenance equipment. He also 
improved the irrigation system and has 
renovated the clubhouse, including the 
kitchen and restaurant. Helm’s improve-
ments have made Widgi Creek a place 
you want to stop at when playing golf in 
Central Oregon once again.

Meadow Lakes golf Course
 Meadow Lakes Golf Course in Prin-
eville has an interesting background. In 
1988 the city of Prineville was looking 
for a way to treat its water after facing 
fines of up to $25,000 a day. The solu-
tion was to build some water treatment 
ponds – and build a golf course around 
the ponds, which became the Meadow 
Lakes Golf Course.
 Today, Meadow Lakes is an envi-
ronmentally friendly golf course that 
presents a links-style layout with several 
water hazards to keep you focused. One 
of those hazards comes into play on the 
very first hole, a par-5 dogleg right.

Quail run golf Course
 Quail Run had always been thought of 
as a terrific nine-holer, but when nine new 
holes were built, the course suddenly 
became a Central Oregon hot spot. Quail 
Run plays to nearly 7,000 yards from the 
tips and features mountain and desert 
views. Located just south of Sunriver, 
the course is worth the few extra miles 
south.

Tetherow golf Club
 When Tetherow Golf Club in Bend 
opened for play the course was an award 
winner right out of the gate. Many of 
the top golf publications around named 
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Central Oregon golf tour

Sunriver’s Crosswater is a treat (left); Brasada (right) has some great views from 18 holes.

Sunriver resort
 If you are seeking a variety of incred-
ible golf courses and want to stay in one 
place, then Sunriver Resort is the place 
for you. The Meadows and Woodlands 
courses are both beautiful and challeng-
ing, but are often are overshadowed by 
the attention given to the award-winning 
Crosswater.  Sunriver is a popular resort 
for families in winter and summer and has 
all of the activities that you would expect 
to find at a top resort including a spa, 
many dining options, a fitness center, and 
of course the golf. A new course called 
Caldera Springs has opened, located 
next to Crosswater, and is a perfect place 
for your short game practice, although 
there are some longer holes.
 Sunriver's Crosswater course, de-
signed by Bob Cupp and John Fought, is 
perhaps one of the most visually pleasing 
courses you will ever come across.
 The Little deschutes River runs 
through the course and comes into play 
on many of the holes. Mount Bachelor 
is visible from several holes and the 
deschutes River also can be seen. The 
course was ranked in the top 100 Great-
est in the country by Golf digest and is 
ranked third in the state. 

Widgi Creek golf Club
 Widgi Creek Golf Club in Bend 
seemed to be in trouble in december of 
2004 when the course went into bank-
ruptcy, but Portland businessman Barry 
Helm stepped in, bought the course and 
immediately has made some noticeable 
changes.
 In order to get the course back to 
pristine condition, Helm purchased a new 
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Tetherow as one of the top new courses. 
And for good reason. The david McLay 
Kidd design is a challenging layout and 
offers links golf. The greens are large 
and undulating and the fairways have 
some small bunkers to grab those errant 
shots.
 New lodging has helped raise the bar 
at Tetherow as well.

Brasada ranch resort
 Brasada Canyons offers amazing golf, 
top-notch service, and a front row seat 
to the natural wonder of Central Oregon. 
designed by native Oregonian Peter 

Jacobsen and Jim Hardy, the course just 
outside Bend is undeniably one of Central 
Oregon’s most beautiful and enjoyable. 
As the name suggests, 18 distinctive and 
challenging holes wind through, across 
and along the canyons of Brasada Ranch, 
beginning from 3,272 feet above sea level 
and climbing to just over 4,000. 
 Here your ball soars farther, as does 
your eye, with dramatic, unmatched views 
of snowcapped Cascade Mountains 
from nearly every hole. Eighteen holes 
at Brasada Canyons isn’t simply a day 
of golf. It’s an experience never to be 
forgotten.



Sunriver
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Where to play golf in Central Oregon
1.  Kah-nee-Ta resort
  18 holes, 6,352 yards
  Warm Springs, Public

2.  nine Peaks golf Course
  18 holes, 6,582 yards
  Madras, Public

3.  Crooked river ranch
  18 holes, 5,521 yards
  Crooked River Ranch, Public

4.  Black Butte glaze Meadow
  18 holes, 6,574 yards
  Black Butte, Public 

5.  Black Butte Big Meadow
  18 holes, 6,850 yards
  Black Butte, Public

6.  Aspen Lakes
  18 holes, 7,302 yards
  Sisters, Public

7.  eagle Crest resort
  18 holes, 6,673 yards
  Redmond, Public

8.  eagle Crest ridge
  18 holes, 6,927 yards
  Redmond, Public

9.  eagle Crest Challenge  
  18 holes, 4,160 yards
  Redmond, Public

19. Sunriver Woodlands
  18 holes, 6,880 yards
  Sunriver, Public

20. Sunriver Crosswater
  18 holes, 7,683 yards
  Sunriver, Semi-Private

21. Quail run
  18 holes, 6,800 yards
  LaPine,  Public

22. running Y ranch
  18 holes, 7,300 yards
  Klamath Falls, Public

23. Harbour Links
  18 holes, 6,194 yards
  Klamath Falls, Public

24. round Lake
  9 holes, 1,512 yards
  Klamath Falls, Public

25. Shield Crest
  18 holes, 7,005 yards
  Klamath Falls, Public

26. eagle Point
  18 holes, 7,099 yards
  Eagle Point, Public

27. Centennial
  18 holes, 7,200 yards
  Medford, Public

10. Brasada ranch resort
  18 holes, 7,000 yards
  Redmond, Public

11. greens at redmond
  9 holes, 1,686 yards
  Redmond, Public

12. Juniper golf Club
  18 holes, 7,200 yards
  Redmond, Public

13. Meadow Lakes
  18 holes, 6,731 yards
  Prineville, Public

14. river's edge
  18 holes, 6,683 yards
  Bend, Public

15. Widgi Creek
  18 holes, 6,903 yards
  Bend, Public

16. Orion greens
  9 holes, 2,075 yards
  Bend,  Public

17. Lost Tracks
  18 holes, 7,003 yards
  Bend, Public

18. Sunriver Meadows
  18 holes, 7,012 yards
  Sunriver,  Public
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28. Quail Point
  9 holes, 3,034 yards
  Medford, Public

29. Tetherow
  18 holes, 7,298 yards
  Bend, Public

COunTrY CLuBS

30. Awbrey glen
  18 holes, 6,908 yards
  Bend, Private

31. Bend Country Club
  18 holes, 7,035 yards
  Bend, Private

32. Broken Top
  18 holes, 7,161 yards
  Bend, Private

33.  reames Country Club
  18 holes, 6,564 yards
  Klamath Falls, Private. 

34. Prineville Country Club 
  9 holes, 2,525 yards 
  Prineville, Private.

35. Pronghorn golf Club
  Two courses
  Redmond, Private
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 If you are looking for some tournament 
golf this fall then the Lithia Pacific Amateur 
Golf Classic just might be your answer.
 The event uses some of the top courses 
in the Central Oregon area and annually draws 
golfers from around the country - and even 
the world. The tournament, which takes place 
Sept. 19-24, 2015  at Bend-area golf courses, 
has grown nearly every year . Tournament di-
rector Mike Patron expects the field to fill this 
year with golfers from around the country.
 The tournament has been held for 18 years 
in the Central Oregon area and is run by the 
Central Oregon Visitors Association.
 The format is in line with a professional 
tournament. Players will play three tourna-
ment rounds before the top players from each 
division get together at Sunriver’s Crosswater  
for the championship round. 
 Net scores are used throughout the week 

Pacific Amateur golf Classic set for September tournament

of play. There are divisions for golfers of all 
ages, including men, women and seniors in a 
variety of divisions.
 For information call the Pacific Amateur 
office at 1.888.425.3976 or check out pac-
amgolf.com for additional info.

Pacific Amateur Facts

 • When: Sept. 19-24, 2015
 • Where: Central Oregon's top 
courses, including Sunriver, Widgi Creek, 
Eagle Crest and Lost Tracks.
 • Format: Players play three days of 
stroke play with the top finishers in each 
flight advancing to the final championship 
round at Sunriver’s Crosswater.
 • Information: 888.425.3976 or 
check out wwwpacamgolf.com.

Lost Tracks will be one of the courses used by the players in this year’s Pacific Amateur.



 •  Page 9  • •  June  Issue 2015 - Inside Golf Newspaper  •   • NORTHWEST RV GOLF •

It’s a busy road for golfers with rV’s
In search of golf courses with spots for recreational vehicles, golfers find there are many 
choices to stay and play when traveling around the Pacific Northwest looking for action

Wildhorse Casino Resort in Pendleton has great golf and gaming near the RV park.

RVs and Golf

 RV sales, leases and rentals are at an all-
time high and growing at 30 percent annually. 
 According to a University of Michigan 
study, baby boomers own the most recre-
ational vehicles.  Another study showed that 
one in five people (surveyed) have expressed 
interest in buying an RV within the next 
five years. The strongest interest is among 
younger age groups with 30 percent of those 
ages 18-34 and 16 percent in the 35-54 age 
group. 
 Retirees may be the best-known recre-
ational vehicle (RV) enthusiasts, but the RV 
traveler is getting younger—from an average 
age of 67 a few years ago to less than 50 
now—the average age of today’s typical RV 
owner is just 49. 
 This growing market has not gone unno-
ticed by golf courses across the country and 
in particular, the Northwest. Many courses 
are scrambling to incorporate RV camping 
into their facilities.
 Mirroring the surge in RV ownership is 
the growth in RV clubs. These groups like to 
travel together and have the potential to fill a 

golf course or at least fill the campsites, and 
they tend to stay for a few days and play more 
than one round of golf.  This is certainly good 
news to golf courses who have already made 
the investment in RV accommodations.
 Many golf courses around the Pacific 
Northwest have either upgraded their RV lots 
or added spaces for recreational vehicles. And 
these are not just any ordinary spots. These 
are full hookups with cable television, wireless 
connections for laptops and more. 
 The Little Creek Casino Resort, which 
owns Salish Cliffs Golf Course, has added 
an RV park complete with 44 full hook ups.
 These days, RV parks are becoming even 
more user-friendly, with cable or satellite tele-
vision hookups, shower and laundry facilities, 
restaurants and more – Mallard Creek in Leba-
non, Ore. has a real upscale landscaped park 
adjacent to the golf course and restaurant. 
 Sage Hills Golf and RV Resort offers 42 
premium spots next to its 18-hole course. 
There is also a full restaurant and lounge on 
property. 

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

                              See RV golf, Page 11
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Sage Hills in Warden is a terrific place for traveling golfers and groups to golf, swim and dine.

For golfers traveling the road
with rV’s, there are choices

deer Park Golf Course north of Spokane has the welcome mat out for RV golfers.

 There are plenty of choices to make for 
golfers traveling with RV’s. Here are a few 
that might be on your route:
 • Desert Aire: Located in Mattawa, 
Wash. Desert Aire has 10 RV spaces with 
full hookups next to a large putting green 
with lights for night practice. The original nine 
opened in 1970 and a new nine came along 
in 1992. The course annually enjoys a long 
playing season.   
 A new swimming pool has open as well as 
a new exercise room. The tennis courts were 
given a new look a couple of years ago.
 • Sage Hills: This Central Washington 
Golf and RV Resort has 42 premium RV 
spaces next to its challenging 18-hole course. 
A swimming pool, laundry services and a full 
service restaurant and lounge are on property.
 Sage Hills in Warden, Wash. is located just  
south of Moses Lake. Look for their ad in this 
issue to get their special Stay & Play offers.
 • Sun Lakes: Sun Lakes in Coulee 
City has several overnight options includ-
ing  a huge variety of RV spots, several 
cabins selections and tent sites. Visitors 
can rent rowboats and pedal boats or use 
the boat ramp with their own boat. Fishing 
from the dock is also very popular.
 The resort also has a 18-hole putting 
course and Water Wars (a balloon launch-
er). It’s also a great place for bicycling. 
The nine-hole course is in great condition 
and is playable by all skill levels. 
 There are also plenty of sights to see 
in the area including the dry Falls State 
Park, the Lake Lenore Caves and the 
Coulee Corridor, a fantastic drive along 
Highway 17. 

 • Deer Park: There might be a new 
owner at both deer Park Golf Course and the 
neighboring RV Resort just north of Spokane, 
but it will still be business as usual. The golf 
course and RV Resort were both sold in an 
auction – the golf course to the city of deer 
Park and the RV Resort to a development 
company. 
 One of the first things the city did was to 
sign a deal with long-time general manager 
Craig Schuh to run the golf course. The deer 
Park RV Resort will still work in conjunction 
with the golf course, although they aren’t 
owned by the same company.
 The 127-spot RV park is located next to 
the deer Park Golf Course and has just about 
everything traveling golfers want. There are 
full hook ups, and a pavilion, complete with 
pool table, big screen television and more. 
 • Wildhorse: Far from big city crowds, 
yet easily accessible for a quick escape, lies 
an oasis of recreation, relaxation and exhilara-
tion: Wildhorse Resort & Casino in Pendleton. 
Its 100-space RV Park welcomes travelers 
to stay at the foot of the Blue Mountains just 
outside of Pendleton, Oregon. 
 Full hook-ups are available along with a 
heated pool and spa, showers and laundry 
facilities. Just steps away, the championship 
golf course offers 18 challenging holes featur-
ing lush undulating fairways, silky bent grass 
greens and panoramic mountain views.
 • Sun Country: The RV sites have wire-
less internet connections, 50 amp service and 
cable TV hookups. The golf course has been 
expanded to 18 holes and features some 
short, but challenging holes. Sun Country is 
located in Cle Elum.
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northwest golf course with rV accommodations
OREGON
 CROOKED RIVER RANCH
      Crooked River 
      (800) 841-0563 or (541) 923-1441
      18 hole par 71 golf course
      91 RV spaces 21 tent spaces under
      separate management
KAH-NEE-TA RESORT
      Warm Springs
      1-800-831-0100
      18 hole par 72 golf course
       50 RV spaces w/ full hookups
MALLARD CREEK GOLF & RV RESORT
      Lebanon
      (541) 259-GOLF (4653
      18 hole par 72 championship golf course
      43 RV spaces w/full hookups 
OAK HILLS GOLF COURSE
      Sutherlin
      (541) 459-4422
      18 hole par 72 golf course
      41 RV spaces with full hookups
ROUND LAKE RESORT
      Klamath Falls 
      (541) 884-2520
      9 hole par 29 executive golf course
WILDHORSE CASINO
      Pendleton 
      (541) 276-5588 golf course
      (541) 966-1891 RV park
      18 hole par 72 course
      100 RV spaces with full hookups

WASHINGTON
DESERT AIRE GOLF COURSE
     Desert Aire 
     (509) 932-4439
     18 hole par 72 golf course
     10 spaces with full hookups
CRESCENT BAR RESORT
     Quincy 
     1-800-824-7090 or (509) 787-1511
     9 hole par 35 golf course
      RV park next to course

CHEWELAH GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 
     Chewelah 
     (509) 935-6807
     27 hole golf course
     RV spaces by separate mgmt
COLOCKUM RIDGE GOLF CLUB
      Quincy
      (509) 787-3244
      18 hole par 70 golf course
      17 spaces with electricity
DEER PARK GOLF COURSE 
     Deer Park 
     (509) 276-5912
     18 hole par 72 golf course
     127 RV spaces 
HORN RAPIDS  RV RESORT
    Richland
    (509) 375-4714
    18 hole par 72 golf course
     225 RV spaces
IRONWOOD GREEN PUBLIC GC  
     Glenoma (360) 498-5425
     9 hole executive course
     RV spaces 
MAPLE GROVE GOLF COURSE
     Randle 
     (360) 497-2741
     9 hole executive course
     160 RV spaces 
OASIS RV GOLF PARK
     Ephrata 
     (509) 754-5102
     9 hole par-3 course
     RV spaces with full hookups
ODESSA GOLF CLUB 
     Odessa 
     (509) 982-0093
     9 hole par 36 golf course
     RV spaces
OTHELLO GOLF CLUB 
     Othello 
     (509) 488-2376
     9 hole par 35 golf course
     Parking for several RVs, elec for 8

PORT LUDLOW RESORT
     Port Ludlow 
     (360) 437-0513 (RV reservations)
     27 hole championship golf course
     RV spaces with shuttle to course
RIVERSIDE GOLF COURSE
 Chehalis
 (360) 748-8182
 18-hole par 71 golf course
 26 spaces w/full hookups
ROYAL CITY GOLF COURSE
      Royal City 
      (509)346-2052
      9 hole par 36 golf course
      RV spaces with full hookups
SAGE HILLS GOLF COURSE
      Warden 
      (509) 349-2603
      18 hole par 71 golf course
      42 spaces with full hookups
SALISH CLIFFS
      Shelton 
      (800) 667-7711     
     18 hole par 72 golf course
      44 spaces with full hookups
SUN COUNTRY GOLF COURSE
      Cle Elum 
      (509) 674-2226
      18 hole par 71 golf course
      14 RV spaces with full hookups
SUNTIDES GOLF COURSE
      Yakima 
      (509) 966-9065
      18 hole par 70 golf course
      RV spaces (usually full)
VIC MEYERS GOLF COURSE
      (Sun Lakes Resort), Coulee City
      (509) 632-5738
      9 hole par 36 golf course
      Private park and State Park next to course
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 dear Park Golf Course, above Spokane, 
has an upscale RV park with 127 concrete 
pads and a first-class pavilion.
 From the coast to the inland deserts and 
mountains golf courses around the Northwest 
are being discovered by RV travelers.
 Most courses have also made it more af-
fordable by extending special rates to camp-
ers. There are plenty stay-and-play packages 
available, and if you have the time, many will 
offer weekly, monthly, seasonal and even 
yearly rates.
 One of the benefits of traveling to distant 
golf courses in the Northwest is the oppor-
tunity to stop at the many attractions along 
the route or just enjoying the terrific scenery 
that we are so fortunate to have.  It's easy for 
RV travelers who are on an extended drive to 

Looking for a great way to see nW courses? Take an rV
incorporate several courses in their trip. 
 Fuel prices don't seem to be a deterrent 
for RV travelers. A 2005 survey of over 400 
RV owners, taken as gasoline prices were 
climbing rapidly that year, showed that seven 
out of 10 RV owners surveyed plan to use 
their RVs more in the coming spring/summer 
than they did the year before despite higher 
fuel prices. 
 As expected, fuel prices are already start-
ing to rise this spring and will continue to be 
high throughout the summer, but look for 
plenty of RVs to be on the roads regardless. 
 With so much scenery to see and things to 
do around the Northwest, RVs will be around 
and their number will grow causing a demand 
for places to park overnight. So, if you are 
planning to visit a golf course with RV parking, 
be sure to make a reservation in advance. 

 There are many reasons people take up RV 
traveling – the freedom to move from place 
to place at will, the ability to take more stuff 
with you on trips, the togetherness with the 
family or because it's generally cheaper than 
hotels and restaurants.  
 Breaking into the RV life-style doesn't have 
to be expensive as there are several good 
older vehicles on the market that allow first-
time buyers a chance to limit their investment. 
There are several places to take a look for 
RV’s and used RV’s are another way to go if 
you want to go that route.
 Whatever the reasoning, once you own an 
RV it can easily become the main mode of 
transportation for nearly all of your vacation 
travels.  And besides, if you golf, there are 
plenty of places that will take care of both of 
those needs for you.

Continued from Page 9
Little Creek resort
 Here is an example of a first-class facility 
that offers more than just RV and golf:
 • One of  the amenities that the Little 
Creek Casino wanted to add when it came 
up with its resort was an RV park. Situated 
along Highway 101, a popular route for 
tourists in the state of Washington, the 
resort knew that RV’s would be driving by 
constantly. The resort offers an RV park 
complete with 44 full hooks ups and easy 
access on and off Highway 101.
 And that’s not all. In addition to the 
amenities of the Little Creek Casino Resort, 
there is also the award-winning Salish Cliffs 
Golf Course that the RV’s travelers can take 
some swings at. Salish Cliffs is one of the 
top courses in the state of Washington and 
smack dab on a highway that carries hundreds 
of RV’s. For information call 360.462.3673.

WILLAPA HARBOR GOLF COURSE
      Raymond
      (360) 942-2392
      9 hole par 36 golf course 
      20 RV spaces-water & electricity, showers 
IDAHO
ASPEN ACRES
      Ashton 
      (208) 652-3524
      18 hole par 60 executive course
       RV park
CENTRAL LINKS GC & RV PARK
      Grace 
      (208) 425-3233
      9 hole par 33 golf course
      RV park
CLEAR LAKE COUNTRY CLUB
      Buhl 
      (208) 543-4849
      18 hole par 72 golf course
      20 RV spaces with full hookups
      semi-private open to public
RIVER PARK GOLF COURSE
      MacKay
      (208) 588-2296
      9 hole par 31 executive course
      RV park
MONTANA
GLACIER VIEW GOLF CLUB
      West Glacier 
      (406) 888-5471
      18 hole par 68 golf course
      9 RV spaces
MEADOW CREEK GOLF COURSE
      Fortine 
      (406) 882-4474
      9 hole par 27 golf course
      10 RV spaces with full hookups
RIVER’S BEND AT THOMSON FALLS
      Thompson Falls 
      (406) 827-3438
      9 hole par 36 golf course
      RV park next door
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